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Dear M r ,  Dyson: 

April 16,  1983 

Re: James Stakich 

The above named claimant was examined b y  m e  on April 1 2 ,  1983 regarding i n j u r i e s  w h i c h  
he received on January 19, 1982. T h i s  44-year-old male informed me, i n  t h e  presence 
o f  a rep resen ta t ive  o f  h i s  counsel,  t h a t  h e  was injured i n  January of  1982 when he was 
s i t t i n g  a s  a f ron t  s e a t  passenger i n  an automobile which was moving when t h e  automobile 
s t ruck  a t r e e .  (The claimant was ins t ruc ted  by the represen ta t ive  not to answer a 
quest ion regarding t h e  wearing of  s e a t b e l t s . )  
he went forward s t r i k i n g  h i s  head on the windshield and his ches t  on t h e  dashboard. H i s  
; e f t  h i p  s t r u c k  t h e  f l o o r  m u n t e d  g e a r s h i f t  level Immediately Following t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  
he was " i n  a s t a t e  of shock" and was aware o f  blood on his face ,  pain i n  h i s  l e f t  h i p  
and, i n  genera l ,  IIa l o t  o f  pain' ' .  He was " afra id  I r ea l ly  d i d  something". He was taken 
t o  Fairview General Hospital and admitted fo r  approximately 10 days .  He was under t h e  
care  of  Drs. Konanahalli and Radkowski. Approximately 21 s u t u r e s  were requi red  to r e p a i r  
h i s  f ac ia l  l ace ra t ions .  He was a l s o  placed i n  t r a c t i o n  f o r  severa l  days f o r  t rea tment  o f  
a " s t r a i g h t  through s o l i d  f r ac tu re ' '  of h i s  l e f t  h i p .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he sus ta ined  a r i g h t  
r i b  f r a c t u r e .  A t  the  time o f  h i s  discharge,  he was ambulating w i t h  a walker. 

He recal led  t h a t s a t  the  time of t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  

Following h i s  discharge,  h e  contlnued under the care  o f  Dr. Konanahalli for severa l  m o n t h s  
and was examined by Dr. Radkowski  on one occasion. On approximately April  20 ,  1982, h e  
returned to h i s  occupation as  a laborer .  

He i n i t i a l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had received no medical -t reatment for the  l a s t \ n i n e  months 
and t h e n  recal led tha t -  he had been examined by  D r .  Konanahall i approximately two weeks  
ago. 

A t  t h e  t ime -of  t h i s  examination, the claimant s t a t e d  " T h i n g s  a r e  good consider ing  what I 
went through". He s t a t e d  t h a t  he was unable t o  jog  o r  p l a y  go l f  because o f  symptoms i n  
h i s  l e f t  h i p ,  "Everything else came along". He described "discomfort under t h e  h i p  bone'' 
and indica ted  an area  pos te ro la te ra l  t o  the  g rea tg r  t rochanter .  When h e  h a d  these symptoms, 
he would become "worked up ins ide  - nervous". T h i s  symptom was present  cons tan t ly  and 
was increased by a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  l i f t i n g ,  shoveling a n d  performing any e x e r t i o n .  When 
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he at tempted to p l a y  g o l f ,  h i s  l e f t  s i d e  would ''co11apse" and he had pa in  pe r fo rm ing  a 
" f r o g  k i c k"  i n  swimming. He took Percodan approximate ly  once a n i g h t .  He had no o t h e r  
symptoms r e f e r a b l e  to  the acc ident  under d iscussion.  

His pas t  medical h i s t o r y  i n d i c a t e d  no symptoms r e f e r a b l e  to  h i s  h i p  p r i o r  t o  the acc ident .  
He had susta ined no new i n j u r i e s .  He had worked as a l abo re r  p r i o r  t o  t he  a c c i d e n t  and 
was away from h i s  employment f o r  approximately th ree  months. He was p r e s e n t l y  work ing  
s t e a d i l y  a l though he was n o t  per forming h i s  prev ious j o b  as a " f i n i s h  raker ' '  because he 
"can l t  handle the job" . Whenever he i s  on h i s  fee t  f o r  a prolonged p e r i o d  o f  t ime, h i s  
pa in  "gets more than I want t o  bear" . 

Phys ica l  examinat ion revealed a male o f  approximately h i s  s t a t e d  age who was o f  average 
p ropo r t i ons .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he was 5 f e e t  8 inches t a l l  and weighed 138 pounds. H e  
arose from the s i t t i n g  p o s i t i o n  w i t h o u t  d i f f i c u l t y  and ambulated w i t h o u t  l imp .  The 
Trendelenburg t e s t  was negat ive  b i l a t e r a l l y .  He was a b l e  t o  ascend and descend t h e  
examining t a b l e  i n  a normal fashion. 

Examination o f  the l e f t  h i p  revealed no areas o f  s w e l l i n g  o r  de formi ty .  There was tender-  
ness t o  pa lpa t i on  over the p o s t e r o l a t e r a l  aspect o f  the g r e a t e r  t r ochan te r  b u t  no tenderness 
i n  o t h e r  areas. The range o f  h i p  m t i o n ,  i n  degrees, was: f i x e d  f l e x i o n  c o n t r a c t u r e  - 0, 
f u r t h e r  f l e x i o n  - 120, ex te rna l  r o t a t i o n / i n t e r n a l  r o t a t i o n  i n  f l e x i o n  - 45/30, e x t e r n a l  
r o t a t i o n / i n t e r n a l  r o t a t i o n  i n  extension - 30/lf;, abduct ion - 45, adduct ion - 30. These 
motions were comparable t o  the uninvolved r i g h t  h i p .  The s t reng th  o f  the h i p  and t h i g h  
musculature was normal, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t he re  was n e i t h e r  pa in  nor weakness w i t h  r e s i s t e d  
abduct ion i n  both the  supine and s i d e  l y i n g  p o s i t i o n s .  

The m a t e r i a l  forwarded t o  me has been reviewed and the records o f  Fa i r v iew  General Hosp i ta l  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the c la iman t  was i n  t h a t  f a c i l i t y  between January 19, 1982 and February 1 ,  1982. 
H i s  f a c i a l  l a c e r a t i o n s  were repa i red  i n  the emergency room and he was admi t ted  t o  the  h o s p i t a l  
I have reviewed t h e  radiographs o f  the  l e f t  h i p  ob ta ined du r ing  the  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  and com- 
pared them w i t h  those obta ined a t  t he  t ime o f  t h i s  examinat ion. There has been no change. 
A f r a c t u r e  o f  the  r i g h t  1 s t  r i b  and 2nd l e f t  r i b  was i d e n t i f i e d .  

I n  h i s  repo r t  of  June 7, 1982, D r .  Radkowski summarizes h i s  t reatment  of the  c la imant ,  
i n c l u d i n g  the  i n i t i a l  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .  Fo l lowing h i s  discharge, t he  c la imant  was examined 
by Dr. Radkowski, approximate ly  th ree  months a f t e r  the acc ident ,  a l though h e  apparent ly  
had been requested t o  r e t u r n  sooner. There were no abnormal phys ica l  f i nd ings  a t  t h e  t ime 
o f  _ tha t  examinat ion. AI  though the c la imant  requested pa in  medicat ion,  Dr. Radkowski noted 
" I  d i d  no t  fee l  t h a t  h i s  symptoms o f  pa in  were o f  s u f f i c i e n t  magnitude t o  r e q u i r e  a na rco t i c" .  

Based on the in fo rmat ion  a v a i l a b l e  t o  me, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  the c la imant  was i nvo l ved  i n  a 
veh icu la r  acc ident  on January 19, 1982 and t h a t  he susta ined m u l t i p l e  f a c i a l  l a c e r a t i o n s ,  
two r i b  f r a c t u r e s  and a f r a c t u r e  o f  the  s u p e r i o r  aspect o f  t he  l e f t  g r e a t e r  t rochan te r .  
These i n j u r i e s  obv ious l y  necess i ta ted  h i s  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  and the fo l low- up care p rov ided  
by h i s  physic ians f o r  approximately t h ree  months, 
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A t  the  t i m e  o f  t h i s  examinat ion, approximately 15 months a f t e r  t h e  acc ident ,  t h e  c la imant  
cont inues t o  be symptomatic. Although he may have the  symptom which he  descr ibes,  there  
i s  n o t h i n g  on phys i ca l  examinat ion t o  subs tan t i a te  h i s  complaintts. A1 though radiographs 
d e m n s t r a t e  a nonunion o f  the  f r a c t u r e  o f  t h e  super io r  aspect a% t h e  g rea te r  t r o c h a n t e r ,  
t h i s  should n o t  be  the source of considerable symptoms. I n  summary, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t he  
c la imant  w i l l  have l i t t l e ,  i f  anyt permanent d i s a b i l i t y  d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to h i s  
acc ident .  

Very t r u l y  yours,  

Dennis B. Brooks, M.D. * 

D BB/an rn 
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O c t o b e r  13 ,  1 9 7 8  

Mr. G e o r g e  W .  S t u h l d r e h e r  
A t t o r n e y  a t  Law 
630 Bul k l  e y  B u i  1 d i n g  
C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o  44115 

RE: L o u i s  Davis 
Y o u r  F i l e  No. 990-45 

Dear Mr. S t u h l d r e h e r :  

The  a b o v e  named c l a i m a n t  was e x a m i n e d  by me o n  O c t o b e r  10, 1 3 7 8 ,  r e g a r d i n g  a l i e g e d  
d i s a b i l i t y  as  a r e s u l t  of a n  a c c i d e n t  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  o n  J u l y  1 8 ,  1975 .  
y e a r  o l d  e l e c t r i c a l  f o r e m a n  i n f o r m e d  me, i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of h i s  c o u n s e l ,  t h a t  on 
J u l y  18, 1975, h e  was d r i v i n g  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  w h i c h  w a s  s t o p p e d  when i t  w a s  s t r u c k  
from b e h i n d  b y  a s e c o n d  v e h i c l e . .  
of t h e  a c c i d e n t  a n d  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  h e  w a s  t h r o w n  f o r w a r d  h i t t i n g  h i s  h e a d  a n d  
becoming u n c o n s c i o u s .  
A l e x i s  H o s p i t a l .  He r e m a i n e d  i n  t h a t  f a c i l i t y  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 7  d a y s ,  r e c e i v i n g  
t r e a t m e n t  for  i n j u r i e s  to  h i s  h e a d ,  n e c k ,  l ow b a c k  a n d  r i g h t  h i p .  He w a s  c a r e d  for  
by Dr. Bruck  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  of time, a n d  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  d i s c h a r g e  from t h e  h o s p i -  
t a l ,  c o n t i n u e d  u n d e r  Dr. B r u c k ' s  care. T h e  c l a i m a n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  h e  h a d  had  r i g h t  l e g  p a i n  a n d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  
l e g  p a i n  may h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t  w h i l e  h e  was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  
men t  w i t h  Dr. B r u c k ,  r e c e i v i n g  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  for  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  year .  He was  
r e f e r r e d  t o  Dr. Poolos, t h e  n e u r o s u r g e o n ,  a n d  t h e  c l a i m a n t  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  Dr. 
Poolos s u g g e s t e d  s u r g e r y .  He, however ,  d e c l i n e d  t h i s ,  f o r  h e  w a s  a f r a i d  of "poor 
r e s u l t s " .  He had a l s o  b e e n  s e e n  b y  Dr. N i c h o l a s  Demmy, t h e  p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  for  t rea t-  
ment  of r e c u r r i n g  n i g h t m a r e s ,  He h a d  n o t  a g a i n  b e e n  h o s p i t a l i z e d  for  h i s  c o m p l a i n t s ,  
a l t h o u g h  f i v e  d a y s  p r i o r  to t h e  p r e s e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  h a d  h a d  s u r g e r y  a s  a n  o u t - p a t i e n t .  
T h i s  c o n s i s t e d  of removing  a " tumor" from h i s  b r e a s t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  " growths"  from h i s  
e y e l i d s  a n d  n e c k .  

T h i s  40 

The c l a i m a n t  was  n o t  w e a r i n g  s e a t b e l t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  

He s t a t e d  t h a i  h i s  n e x t  memory was t h a t  of a w a k e n i n g  i n  S t .  

He c o n t i n u e d  h i s  t rea t- '  

A t  t h e  time of t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  c l a i m a n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  h e a d  was "okay", He 
c o n t i n u e d  to  h a v e  o c c a s i o n a l  n i g h t m a r e s .  H i s  n e c k  was  " s t i f f  a n d  sore", a n d  h e  n o t e d  
r e s t r i c t i o n  of h e a d  movement. 
c e r v i c a l  s p i n e  w h i c h  r a d i a t e d  i n t o  t h e  u p p e r  a s p e c t  of h i s  t h o r a c i c  s p i n e .  T h e r e  
was n o  a s s o c i a t e d  arm r a d i a t i o n .  
p a i n  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  l u m b o s a c r a l  area w i t h  r a d i a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  r i g h t  b u t t o c k  
a n d  o u t e r  a s p e c t  of t h e  r i g h t  t h i g h .  He n o t e d  numbness  i n  t h e  same a r e a .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  a f t e r  s i t t i n g  for  a p r o l o n g e d  p e r i o d  of time, h e  w o u l d  n o t e  numbness  i n  h i s  
e n t i r e  r i g h t  l e g  when h e  s t o o d  up.  A c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  s t a i r  c l i m b i n g  o r  w a l k i n g  fo r  
mre t h a n  20 h o u s e s  wou ld  i n c r e a s e  h i s  symptoms. 

He d e s c r i b e d  p a i n  i n  t h e  p o s t e r i o r  a s p e c t  of h i s  

His low b a c k  was " v e r y  p a i n f u l ' '  a n d  h e  d e s c r i b e d  
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P a g e  two.  

His p a s t  m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y  i n d i c a t e d  n o  symptoms r e f e r a b l e  to h i s  h e a d  or n e c k  p r i o r  
to t h e  a c c i d e n t  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  He i n f o r m e d  me t h a t  i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1965, he 
f e l l  down s t a i r s  w h i l e  w a l k i n g  a t  V a l u e  C i t y .  
of t h e s e  s t a i r s  a n d  r e q u i r e d  s e v e r a l  s e s s i o n s  of t r e a t m e n t  from Dr. l p p o l i t o .  T h e r e  
was  n o  l e g  r a d i a t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  f i r s t  a c c i d e n t ,  a n d  t h e  c l a i m a n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  
w a s  " in  good  s h a p e"  p r i o r  to t h e  a c c i d e n t  of J u l y  18 ,  1975. 
new i n j u r i e s .  

He a c t u a l l y  " bounced"  down s e v e r a l  

He had n o t  s u s t a i n e d  a n y  

P h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  a m a l e  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h i s  s t a t e d  a g e  who w a s  of 
l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n s .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  s i x  feet, two i n c h e s  t a l l  a n d  w e i g h e d  
228 p o u n d s .  
g a i t  m a i n t a i n i n g  h i s  r i g h t  h i p  i n  a b d u c t i o n  a n d  h i s  r i g h t  k n e e  i n  e x t e n s i o n .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was  u n a b l e  to w a l k  on e i t h e r  t h e  h e e l  or t o e s o f h i s  r i g h t  foot.  

He arose from t h e  s i t t i n g  p o s i t i o n  s l o w l y  a n d  a m b u l a t e d  w i t h  a b i z a r r e  

E x a m i n a t i o n  of h i 5  c e r v i c a l  s p i n e  a n d  n e c k  r e v e a l e d  m u l t i p l e  s m a l l  r e c e n t l y  s u t u r e d  
areas w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  r e s i d u a l s  of h i s  s u r g e r y .  
t h e  r i g h t  a n d  l e f t  l a t e r a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  n e c k .  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  a reas  w h i c h  
were t e n d e r  to  p a l p a t i o n .  T h e r e  was norma l  c e r v i c a l  l o r d o s i s  w i t h o u t  e v i d e n c e  of 
p a r a c e r v i c a l  or t r a p e z i u s  spasm.  AI t h o u g h  normal  c e r v i c a l  f l e x i o n  a n d  e x t e n s i o n  were 
p r e s e n t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 p e r c e n t  d e c r e a s e  i n  l a t e r a l  b e n d i n g  a n d  l a t e r a l  
rota t i o n  b i I a tera 1 1 y . 

T h e s e  w e r e  l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  

N e u r o l o g i c  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  u p p e r  e x t r e m i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e s t i n g  of t h e  d e e p  t e n d o n  
r e f 1  exes, m o t o r  power a n d  s e n s o r y  p e r c e p t i o n ,  was w i t h i n  no rma l  1 imi ts. 

E x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  l u m b o s a c r a l  s p i n e  r e v e a l e d  a l i s t  to t h e  r i g h t  w i t h o u t  e v i d e n c e  of 
p a r a s p i n o u s  spasm.  Forward  f l e x i o n  was r e s t r i c t e d  s u c h  t h a t  t h e  f i n g e r t i p s  r e a c h e d  
t h e  p r o x i m a l  t i b i a s .  E x t e n s i o n  a n d  l a t e r a l  b e n d i n g  c o u l d  b e  accompl  i s h e d  to a p p r o x i -  
m a t e l y  75 p e r c e n t  of n o r m a l .  B u r n s  test was p o s i t i v e .  

* 

F u r t h e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  s i t t i n g  s t r a i g h t  l e g  r a i s i n g  c o u l d  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
to 5 d e g r e e s  o n  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  w a s  a c c o m p a n i e d  by low b a c k  p a i n  w h i l e  i t  w o u l d  b e  
accornpl  i s h e d  to  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  o n  t h e  l e f t .  P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  s u p i n e  s t r a i g h t  l e g  
r a i s i n g  was l i m i t e d  to 10 d e g r e e s  b i l a t e r a l l y  a n d  s a i d  to b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  by low b a c k  
p a i n .  F l e x i o n  o f  t h e  c h i n  o n  t h e  c h e s t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  b a c k  p a i n  b u t  d i d  n o t  p r o d u c e  
l e g  p a i n .  The  c r o s s e d  e x t e n s o r  test  was p o s i t i v e .  L a s e g u e ' s  maneuver  was  n e g a t i v e .  

N e u r o l o g i c  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  l o w e r  e x t r e m i t i e s  r e v e a l e d  no rma l  d e e p  t e n d o n  r e f l e x e s ,  
motor power  a n d  s e n s o r y  p e r c e p t i o n .  The  r i g h t  c a l f  was  1.5cm l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  l e f t  
c a l f .  

X- rays  of t h e  c e r v i c a l  s p i n e  r e v e a l e d  m o d e r a t e  n a r r o w i n g  of t h e  C5-6 i n t e r s p a c e  w i t h  
a s s o c i a t e d  o s t e o p h y t o s i s .  
T h e r e  was  n o  e v i d e n c e  of f r a c t u r e  o r  d i s l o c a t i o n .  

T h e r e  was  o s t e o p h y t o s i s  a t  t h e  C4-5 i n t e r s p a c e  a s  w e l l .  

X- rays  o f  t h e  l u m b o s a c r a l  s p i n e  a n d  p e l v i s  r e v e a l e d  n o  e v i d e n c e  of f r a c t u r e  o r  d i s -  
l o c a t i o n .  T h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c  s p a c e  n a r r o w i n g  a t  t h e  L5-SI i n t e r s p a c e  with 
min ima l  n a r r o w i n g  of t h e  L4-5 i n t e r s p a c e  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  o s t e o p h y t o s i s .  T h e r e  was a n  



Mr. George  IJ. S t u h l d r e h e r  
RE: Louis Dav i s  

O c t o b e r  13, 1978 

Page  t h r e e .  

a p p a r e n t  u n i l a t e r a l  s p o n d y l o l y s i s  of L5 w i t h o u t  s p o n d y l o l i s t h e s i s .  

No i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  been  f o r w a r d e d  to me for r e v i e w ,  a n d  i t  wou ld  b e  i m p o r t a n t  to  
c o m p a r e  t h e  a c t u a l  x - r a y s  t a k e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t  w i t h  t h o s e  o b t a i n e d  a t  
t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  to r e v i e w  t h e  h o s p i t a l  r e c o r d s  of S t .  
A l e x i s  H o s p i t a l  a n d  t h e  m e d i c a l  r e p o r t s  of Dr. Bruck ,  Dr. P o o l o s ,  Dr. Demmy a n d  
Dr. Kovach. 

A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  c l a i m a n t  may h a v e  symptoms a s  h e  d e s c r i b e s  them,  
b u t  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  of p a r a d o x i c a l  p h y s i c a l  f i n d i n g s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  h e  i s  m a g n i f y i n g  
w h a t  symptoms h e  may h a v e .  
c e r v i c a l  a n d  l u m b a r  s p o n d y l o s i s ,  t h i s  is n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t r a u m a t i c  i n  n a t u r e ,  I n  
f a c t ,  t h e  d e g r e e  of s p o n d y l o s i s  w h i c h  i s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  
i s  r a t h e r  u n u s u a l  f o r  a p a t i e n t  of 40 y e a r s  of a g e .  It is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  c l a i m a n t  
may h a v e  m y o f a s c i a l  symptoms s e c o n d a r y  to  h i s  u n d e r l y i n g  s p o n d y l o s i s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  
n o t h i n g  o n  t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  to  i n d i c a t e  nerve root c o m p r e s s i o n .  Thus, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  c l a i m a n t  m i g h t  h a v e  some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  an o c c u p a t i o n  w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  
r e p e t i t i v e  b e n d i n g ,  v e r y  h e a v y  l i f t i n g  or p r o l o n g e d  s t a n d i n g ,  f do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  h e  
is t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  from o b t a i n i n g  g a i n f u l  employment .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  x - r a y  e v i d e n c e  of r a t h e r  a d v a n c e d  

Very  t r u l y  y o u r s ,  

~~ 

D e n n i s  B. B r o o k s ,  M.D. 

DBB/gr 
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A u g u s t  11, 1979 

Hr, dams 6 .  Cowan 
A t t o r n e y  8t h W  
630 B u l k l e y  But l d i n g  
C l e v e l a n d ,  Ohio 441 I5 

RE: b b e 1  L. Cochran  
Your Ff te  k: 865-12 

Dear Hr. m a n :  

The above named c l i n t m n t  was txamfned by m on August 6 ,  1979, r e g a r d i n g  a l l e g e d  
d l s a b i l i t y  as a r e s u i t  of en a c c i d e n t  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  OR O c t o b e r  30,  1976. 
y e a r  o l d  f e m a l e  Informed m, i n  the p r e s e n c e  of a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of h e r  C O U H O ~ ~ ,  t h s t  
she was in jured on October 30,  1976, when she was r l t t l n g  i n  t h e  f r o n t  passenger seat 
of a n  a u t o m o b i l e  whlch was s t o p p i n g .  
passenprts  sfde,  a n d  t h e  c l a i m a n t ,  
dash wmpart raent" .  She s t a t e d  t h a t  
aspect of h e r  l e f t  c a l f  and th igh .  
R O ~  w a n t  t o  p r o c e e d  to the f w r p i t e l .  
Or. W e l l s ,  h e r  i n t e r n l s t ,  b u t  stated t h a t  s h e  d i d  n o t  see hiis ? 
was "dying of pain" . 
C l l n i c  and tms r e f e r r e d  to Or. Lee.for her sy 
l e f t  leg. She  s t a t ed  t h a t  f o l l o w i n g  an exami 
and s h e  r e m a i n e d  on bed rest for "two a n d  Q h a l f  months", 
unable to "sit up", and she fel t  t h e  w s c l a  
unless s h e  r e s t e d .  
untll shs was able to s i t  I n  a w h e e l c h a i r ,  

T h i s  68 

The car I n  w h l c h  s h e  was r id ing  was s t r u c k  from the 
was not wceraring s e a t b e l t s ,  was "crammed under the 
was aware of pain i n  h e r  left foot 

She was " very  u p s e t"  following the  acc1 
I n s t e a d ,  she w e n t  h o w .  a p p a  r a n t  1 y con tac t c d  

wells a t  Eucl id G e n e r a l  
d i a t e ' l y  because s h e  

Several days l a t e r ,  s h  was evaluated by 
tams r e f e r a b l e  to  her left hip a n d  e n t i r e  
t f o n  a n d  x- r a y s ,  5r. tee: sencaher h-, 

S h e  f u r h h e r  s t a t e d  she was 
n t s  w o u l d n ' t  Real i n  her Isg 

She s t a t e d  that she s t a y e d  In bed for a t o t a l  of six a n d  a h a l f  m t h s  

O w i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  she a p p a r e n t l y  saw O r ,  Lee who referred h e r  to  Dr. Wells, a n d  the 
l a t t e r  referred h e r  to  Dr. m u n a f t i s .  She r e c a l l e d  t h a t  on Hatch 3, 1377, s h e  was 
e d n r l t t e d  to E u c l i d  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  for  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  17 days and  was t reated w f t h  h e a t  
a n d  "sand bags" to h e r  l e f t  hip and b u t t o c k .  S h e  was also placed  i n  p e l v i c  t r a c t i o n .  
She stated t h a t  a l t h o u g h  she a t t e s t p t e d  t o  walk, she was u n a b l e  to do so b e c a u s e  of 
" s p u r s  i n  the r l g h t  knee". She d e n i e d  a n y  Infury to h e r  r lgh t  knee as a result of 
the r a c c i d e n t .  

F o l l o w i n g  h e r  d f s c h a r g c ,  she c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  Dr. b m u n a i t f s  a n d  - t i n  d t o  be syap- 
tomatfc w f t h  left k g  pain. A p p r o x i m a t e l y  OctoBer of 1977, she o West Virgtnia 
because s h e  was u n a b l e  to care fo  h e r s e l f  i n  C l e v e l a n d .  She has had no m e d i a l  treet- 
want for h e r  leg S ~ R C ~  moving to 

A 
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Mr .  James G. 6wan 
RE: Mabel L, Cochren 
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A t  the tfm of t h i s  examination, the clalrnent s t a ted  t h a t  she was s t i l l  symptc#Mt!c. 
She s l e p t  i n  a " hosp i ta l  bed" because she noted t h a t  whmevar she s l e p t  supfnc, she 
would have pa ln  tn  he r  l e f t  l e g .  
accldent.  She descrlbed her pain IS " d u l l "  and t h i s  pa in  was locslized I n  t he  
p o s t e r i o r  aspect o f  the l e f t  bu t tock  and rad ia ted  f n t o  tho l e f t  p o r t e r f o r  t h i g h  and 
l a t e r a l  c a l f ,  as w a l l  as f n t o  the letatrat toes.  She descr ibed 8 burntng sensatton In 
the  same d i s t r t b u t f o n .  A c t f v l t l r s  such as t w i s t i n g  or sweeptng lncreiassd her symptoms. 
She s ta ted  t h a t  she had "poor c t t c u l e t l m ' '  In the feG, and there was assoc ia tad numbness 
end paln. She  f u r t he r  s ta ted  t h a t  O r .  HtGae th lnks  t h a t  she her "phtabttfs" and that 
she has bean on ' 'blood th inners"  I n  the past. 

She had n o t  had a ''good n i g h t ' s  sleep'' stnce the 

The clafmant had no o t h e r  symptoms and was asked y r e c t f l c a I l y  about t h l s .  

The past medical h i s t o r y  l nd i ca ted  t h a t  I n  approxlnrately 1368 or 1969, the  c la imant 
had " a r t h r i  t I s  o f  the spine''. 
vertebrae and t h a t  she rece ived I n j ec t i ons .  
was w i thou t  symptoms re fe rab le  t o  her low beck p r i o r  t o  the accident.  
1971, she underwent l e f t  knee surgery, and f o l l o w i n g  epptoxtaataly tw yssrs  of' con- 
va loswnce,  she had ''no t roub le  w i t h  It". She had sustalned no new i n f u r l s s .  

Physical examinatJon revealed a famale o f  approxlmately her  s te tad  age who WBS of sho r t  
s t a tu re  and moderately over  nourished. She s ta ted  t h a t  she was f ou r  feet ,  ten  lnches t a l l  
and welghed 168 pounds. She used a cane I n  her  r f g h t  hand f o r  ambulatlon and wore a 
s l i p p e r  on her  l e f t  f o o t  r a the r  than 8 r egu la r  s h a .  
slowly, ambulated w l t h  a l e f t  e n t a l g i c  Ilmp end ascended and descenddd the examlnfng 
t a b l e  i n  a labor ious fashfon. 

She s t a t e d  t h a t  t h l s  CondIt lon af fected %Re tower f o u r  
The ver tebrse then "fused together" , and she 

I n  add i t i on ,  i n  

She arose from the sttttng posttfun 

Examinetion o f  he r  lumbosacral spfne revealed increase i n  he r  lumbar Iordosls wi thou t  
evidence o f  paraspinous spasm. There was tandemass t o  palpation t n  t h e  e n t l n  le f t  s f &  
of the ILanbosecreI area end in the e n t i r e  l o f t  buttock. Forward flsxlon cou ld  be 
accomplished such t h a t  the f l n g e r t l p s  reached the  ankles, end extension w u I d  be performed 
f u l l y .  On the l a t t e r  maneuver, there was a h f t c h  its she extended from the  f l exed  pos l t l on .  
La te ra l  banding wa5 somewhat dlmlntshed. 
performed. 

Heel walktng and too walking cou ld  not be 

Fur ther  exemfnatfon revealed that s l t t r n g  s t r a l g h t  leg r a t s l n g  cou ld  be accomplished t o  the 
hor l rmtal  b l l a t e r e l l y ,  and on the l e f t  was accompanied by l e f t  a n t e r i o r  knee paln,  
Supine s t r a l g h t  leg r a i s i n g  could  be accmpl l shed  t o  90 degrees b i l a t e r a l l y  end 

n e w e r  was nagat lve.  Neurologic examlnetlon of  the I w e r  sxtremltles re 
symmetr ica l ly  depressed deep tendon rcf1eXes, a glving way type weakness of the extansor 
h s I l u c l s  longus b l l e t e r a l l y  and norm1 sensa t lm .  Tho l e f t  ca l f  was approxlracttsly 3 c m .  
smeller in elrcumfarence than the r i g h t  in It's proKimel portton end l e ss  thsn tun. 
smal ler  than the r l g h t  fn i t ' s  d i s t a l  por t ton .  The clafrnant c q l a f n t d  of pa ln  In  the  
e n t l r e  l e f t  l eg  on the s l i g h t e s t  pressure s n d  even s ta ted  t h a t  she had pain w i t h  t e s t i n g  
o f  the deep tendon reflexes. 
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f x e m f n e t l m  o f  the hips r~ rvea led  no oreas o f  localized tenderness. 
range of h l p  flsxlon w i t h  no r o t a t i o n  i n  f lexfon, approxlmately 30 degrees of  I n t e r n a l  
and ex te rna l  r o t a t i o n  In extension end approximately 20 degrees of abductton and 
adduct icm. 

There was a f u l l  

X-rays o f  the 1CWLbosacraI spine and p s l v f r  revealed no evidence o f  fraeture,o&ffdlseafBaR 
loca t ion .  Far  advancad ganerat lve disc  disease was noted a t  the lurrtbwacral i n t e r -  
space  wl th almost complete ob11 t e r s t t o n  o f  t h a t  space. 
was noted a t  the L4-5 interspace. The r i g h t  and l e f t  h i ps  were comparable. 

The mate r ia l  forwarded t o  as has been reviewed, and In h l s  r epo r t  of January 19, 1978, 
O r .  Leo descrlbes hi5 axamtnatton o f  t he  clafmant on NDwmber 4, 1976, f i v e  days a f t e r  
the accfdent. A t  the tiim o f  the l n i t l a l  examination, the p a t i e n t ' s  symptoms and 
phys ica l  f i nd l ng r  were r e l a t e d  t o  her l e f t  knee. The p a t l e n t  was exerntned agaln 
epproxlmately th ree weeks l a t e r ,  a t  which tlm she was "much improved". 
t h a t  dur ing the period o f  t im t h a t  she was under D r .  Lee's care, she apparent ly  had no 
symptoms o r  physfca l  f ind ings referable t o  her lumbosacral spine. 

Degenerative s p o n d y l o l t s t h e r l s  

I t  Is of no te  

I n  h l s  r epo r t  of January 19, 1977, Dr. trlemuneftfs describes h i s  treatment of the c la lmant  
which began on January 7, 1977, more than two months a f t e r  the accident .  
c la imant  had symptoms r e f e rab l e  t o  her  lumbosacral spine, she demonstrated only "mlld 
pat-asptnous spasm w i t h  r a t he r  s i g n t f l c a n t  pa in  wf t h  attempted 1 
maneuvers" . 

Although tho 

w a c r a  I s t r ess  

In h i s  r epo r t  o f  June 20, 1977, O r .  k m u n a l t i t  describes his  cont fnu ing care of the 
pa t i en t .  
t o  review Or. k m u n a I t I s s  of f ice  notes to  determine the clafmernt's symptoms In the 
inmadfats Lpre-accident pcrrlod. 

He m n t l o n s  h i s  p r i o r  treatment o f  the c ls lmant,  and I t  w o u l d  be o f  i n t e r e s t  

In h i s  repor t  of  January 11, 1978, O r .  FSemunalt?r describes h i s  t r e a t m n t  of  the  
clalrnant from duns 1977 through October 1977. 
t o  her r i g h t  knee. It i s  o f  nota:that Dr .  k m c t n e i t i r  kes no rnention of t h e  c la imant 's  
symqtoms referable t o  h e r  back or her l e f t  l e g .  

Her symptoms a t  t h a t  t f m e  were r e f e rab le  

The var ious records from E u c l t d  General Hosp l t s l  have also been revfawed, and a short 
s tay  edmlesion note o f  August 28, 1973 i nd ica tes  "Long hx. of I n t e r m i t t e n t  legs and 
r r t h r l t l r  o f  the back". 
Hay 12, 1977 and discharged on May 29, 1977, approxlmately four and a h a l f  months a f t e r  
her accident.  The diocharga sumnary fnd ics tes  "The p e t l e n t ' s  hosp l t e l  course was that  
o f  p rog rat s 1 povsmant and response t o  conservat ive therapy, hence, i t  was f e l t  
t h s t  neurosurgtcal  I n t e r ven t t on  was n o t  necessary a t  t h l r  pofnt". The l n f t l a l  phystcal 
sxamlna t lm  rewaldd no neuro log lca l  f l nd lngs  and, thus, i t  Is n o t  c l e a r  why the  l n l t t a l  
impress 1 on f n c l  uded 9. paraperesi s i ' .  

The cla imant  was adrnltted t o  EualQd General Hosp i ta l  on 
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1 h a w  reviewed the  x-rays of t he  lumbosacral sp ine obta ined on May 15, 1977, and these 
demonstrate consldereble narrowing o f  the lumbosacral Interspace, 8s w e l l  as dsgeanera- 
t l v e  spondy lo l i s thes is  a t  the  L4-5 Interspace. 
those obtained a t  the t f m  of  the present examJnsrtfsn, end there f s  nu change In s t t h e r  
the degree? of spondy lo l i s thes is  or the degree of  degencrst iva d isc  dtsaaoa. 

These x- rays have been compared n l t h  

I t  would be important t o  rsvfew the off fca records of  tly ~ ~ s l c r ~ ~ s  who have t f e s t e d  
the claimant s ince she has raowd to West V f r g i n t a  to dotemine he r  s ta tus  over the pas t  
severa l  years. 

Based on the Inforaret ion w a l l a b l e  t o  me, I bellow t h a t  the c la imant was Invo lved  In a 
veh icu la r  eccldent on October 30, 1976, urd probably sustalnad some Injury to  he r  l e f t  
knee and poss ib ly  sow In ju ry  t o  her lumbosacral spine. 
synlptcamati ctii  t h  respect t o  he r  l e f t .  knee In the lmmedfate pot t -accfdant  period bu t  
epparentty had no symptoms r e fe rab le  t o  her  back, for these &re not &scr ibed dur lng  the 
perlad t ha t  she was under a c t f v e  or thopaedic  treatment. 
respect t o  her low back and l e f t  l e g  aod was ultina e l y  admi t ted to the h o s p i t a l  for 
further treatment. Although t h i s  h o s p l t a l f z a t f m  was i nd l ce ted  by he r  symptoms, I t  
dozs not appear t o  hswe been necessftated by the ecctdent,  for i t  appears t h a t  t h e  
claimant's symptoms re fe rab le  t o  he r  law back wrd l e f t  l eg  began revere1 months after  
t he  acctdent. 

I t  Is of no ta  t h a t  she was 

She then becam symptomatic w i t h  

The cialmant cont inues to  be symptomatic a t  the present time, and t h e m  ?s nothfng on 
phystcal examlnatlon t o  I nd i ca te  t h a t  she has nerve ro&t compress!m, e i t h e r  on tho 
basfs o f  a hern la ted  d i s c  or  sptnal stenosis.  
a l though not t o  the degree t h a t  she complains, and th&Je symptoms a r e  on the  basfs of he r  
f a r  advanced degenerative d isc  dfseisse and degenerative spondylol fsthesio. 
P I S  noted above, there has been no progression of  her  lumber spondyiosfs fn the  a l m s t  
th ree  years sfnce the accident,and, &hiis, It appears t h a t  what d l s a b i l l t y  she may have 
a t  the present t i m e  Is not d i r e c t l y  a t t r t b u t a b l e  to  he r  acc ident  of October gel, 1976. 

She probably does have sorat? symptoms, 

h w r ,  

Very t r u l y  yours, 

OennIs 0 .  Brooks, H.D. 
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M r .  Richard C .  Ta lbe r t  
At torney a t  Law 
2121 The Super ior  B u i l d i n g  
815 Superior Avenue, N.E. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

RE: G i  t l  Feuerwerger 
Your F i l e  No: 200-785 

Dear M r .  Ta lbe r t :  

The above named c la imant  was examined by me on J u l y  2 ,  1979, regarding a l l eged  
d i s a b i l  i t y  as a r e s u l t  o f  an accident  which occurred on September 8, 1976. 
50 year o l d  female informed me, i n  the presence o f  a representa t ive  o f  her  a t to rney ,  
t h a t  she was i n j u r e d  on September 8, 1976, w h i l e  she was d r i v i n g  an automobi le which 
was stopped when i t  was s t ruck  from behind. The c la imant  s ta ted  t h a t  she was n o t  
wearing sea tbe l t s ,  and a t  the time o f  the impact, was thrown forward aga ins t  the 
s t e e r i n g  wheel, ch ipp ing  f o u r  tee th .  I n  add i t i on ,  she noted pa in  i n  her  neck and 
a r m s ,  as w e l l  as numbness i n  her  hands. She was taken t o  M t .  S inai  Hosp i ta l ,  where 
she was examined, t rea ted  and released. She contacted her  f am i l y  phys ic ian ,  D r .  
M i  I l e r ,  and was seen by him sometime t h e r e a f t e r .  She was r e f e r r e d  t o  phys i ca l  therapy, 
which she attended f o r  approximately two t o  three weeks. 
Darvocet and Valium. She s ta ted  t h a t  dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  o f  t ime, she was " g e t t i n g  
worse" and was exper iencing pa in  i n  her  neck and, i n  general,  was a 'hess a l l - i n - a l l " .  
She a l s o  developed low back pa in  b u t  was unable t o  r e c a l l  when these symptoms began. 

This  

She was a l s o  t rea ted  w i t h  

Sometime t h e r e a f t e r ,  she came under the care o f  D r .  Gerald Yosowitz, and she informed 
ne t h a t  he wanted t o  h o s p i t a l i z e  her.  She p re fe r red  t o  cont inue w i t h  phys i ca l  
therapy, b u t  i n  approximately December o f  1976, she was admit ted t o  M t .  S ina i  Hosp i ta l .  
She remained i n  the h o s p i t a l  f o r  approximately three weeks and was p laced i n  c e r v i c a l  
t r a c t i o n .  She was unable t o  r e c a l l  whether she was a l s o  g iven phys ica l  therapy f o r  
he r  low back symptoms. 
under D r .  Yosowitz' care f o r  approximately one month. 

She then came under the care o f  D r .  Howard Tucker, and i n  approximately J u l y  1978, 
was readmit ted t o  M t .  S inai  Hosp i ta l .  She again was t rea ted  w i t h  phys i ca l  therapy 
moda l i t i es  dur ing  her three week h o s p i t a l  stay. She cont inued w i t h  phys ica l  therapy 
as an ou t- pa t i en t .  She was p laced on E l a v i l  by D r .  Tucker and a l s o  cont inued t r e a t -  
ment w i t h  D r .  Yosowitz. Her low back symptoms subsided. 

Fol lowing her  discharge, she was "about the same" and cont inued 

A t  the t ime o f  t h i s  examinat ion, the c la imant  s ta ted  t h a t  she was "not t oo  good". She 
s l e p t  i n  her  c e r v i c a l  c o l l a r  and described aching i n  her  neck which rad ia ted  i n t o  her  
hands, w i t h  the l e f t  s ide  being more symptomatic than the r i g h t .  She a l s o  noted a 

. .._ 
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[ ' funny f e e l i n g"  i n  he r  hands, as  w e l l  a s  p a i n  i n  the  mid t h o r a c i c  area. She was 
unable to descr ibe those a c t i v i t i e s  which increased h e r  symptoms. She a l s o  descr ibed 
p a i n  i n  the low back which r a d i a t e d  i n t o  the p o s t e r i o r  aspect o f  each l e g  and i n t o  
he r  c a l f .  
associated numbness. Vacuuming increased he r  low back and l e g  symptoms. 

She was more symptomatic on the  l e f t  than on the r i g h t ,  b u t  the re  was no 

Her pas t  medical h i s t o r y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  approximately 1971, she was invo lved i n  a 
v e h i c u l a r  acc ident  and sustained an i n j u r y  t o  he r  low back which she descr ibed as a 
f r a c t u r e d  vertebra.  She was admit ted t o  H i l l c r e s t  Hosp i ta l  by D r .  Leeb and was 
t rea ted  by h im f o r  a pe r iod  of  time. 
i n  awhi le"  p r i o r  t o  her  more recent  acc ident .  She cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  whether she 
p rev ious ly  had had l e g  pain.  I n  approximately 1974, she came under the care o f  D r .  
Howard Tucker fo r  h e r  " neur i t i s" .  She s t a t e d  t h a t  she saw D r .  Tucker occas iona l l y  
and had symptoms p r i m a r i l y  i n  he r  r i g h t  hand. Since the accident  under d iscussion,  
the hand symptoms which she was exper ienc ing were d i f f e r e n t .  She had sustained no 
new i n j u r i e s .  

She s ta ted  t h a t  he r  low back "bothered me once 

Physical  examination revealed a female o f  approximately her  s t a t e d  age who was of 
average contour. Her speech was s l i g h t l y  s l u r r e d  and f l a t t e n i n g  o f  the l e f t  naso- 
l a b i a l  f o l d  was apparent. She arose from the s i t t i n g  p o s i t i o n  w i t h o u t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  
ambulated w i t h o u t  l imp and was ab le  t o  ascend and descend the  examining t a b l e  i n  a 
normal fashion.  

Examination o f  h e r  c e r v i c a l  sp ine revealed normal c e r v i c a l  l o r d o s i s  w i t h o u t  evidence 
o f  pa racerv i ca l  o r  t rapez ius  spasm. There was tenderness t o  pa lpa t ion  i n  the l e f t  
t rapez ius .  Cerv ica l  f l e x i o n ,  extension and l a t e r a l  r o t a t i o n  cou ld  be accomplished 
normal ly .  There was approximately 25 percent  decrease i n  l a t e r a l  bending b i l a t e r a l l y .  
Cerv i ca l  compression produced p a i n  a t  t h e  c e r v i c o t h o r a c i c  j u n c t i o n .  

Examination o f  the t h o r a c i c  sp ine revealed no evidence o f  deformi t y  o r  l o c a l  ized 
tenderness. Neurologic examination o f  the upper extremi t i e s  revealed normal deep 
tendon re f l exes ,  motor power and sensory percept ion.  Hoffmann's t e s t  was negat ive.  

Examination o f  the lumbosacral spine revealed normal lumbar l o r d o s i s  w i t h o u t  evidence 
o f  paraspinous spasm. There was no tenderness t o  p a l p a t i o n  i n  the lumbosacral area, 
s a c r o i l i a c  j o i n t s  o r  s c i a t i c  notches. 
t h a t  the f i n g e r t i p s  reached the d i s t a l  t i b i a s ,  and extens ion was m i l d l y  l i m i t e d .  
L a t e r a l  bending cou ld  be performed i n  a normal fashion.  Toe walk ing cou ld  be per-  
formed w i t h o u t  evidence of weakness or o f  pain. S l i g h t  weakness was noted on l e f t  
hee l  walk ing,  

Forward f l e x i o n  cou ld  be accomplished such 

Fur ther  examination revealed t h a t  s i t t i n g  s t r a i g h t  l e g  r a i s i n g  cou ld  be accomplished 
t o  the ho r i zon ta1  b i l a t e r a l l y .  Supine s t r a i g h t  l e g  r a i s i n g  cou ld  be accomplished t o  
90 degrees b i l a t e r a l l y ,  and Lasegue's maneuver was negative. Neurologic examination 

. 
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revealed symmetr ica l ly  increased deep tendon re f l exes  w i t h  susta ined r i g h t  
clonus. Motor p m e r  and sensory percept ion  i n  the lower e x t r e m i t i e s  was w 
normal l i m i t s .  The Babinski t e s t  was negat ive  b i l a t e r a l l y .  

ankle 
t h i n  - 

X-rays o f  the c e r v i c a l  spine revealed no evidence o f  f r a c t u r e ,  d i s l o c a t i o n  o r  d i s c  
space narrowing. 

X-rays * o f  the tho rac i c  spine revealed the res idua ls  o f  an o l d  compression f r a c t u r e  
o f  L1 w i t h  a n t e r i o r  brudging between T12 and L1. 

X-rays o f  the lumbosacral sp ine and p e l v i s  a l so  demonstrated the o l d  f r a c t u r e  o f  
L l .  There was no evidence o f  d i sc  space narrowing o r  degenerat ive change. 

The mater ia l  forwarded t o  me has been reviewed and includes a "Comprehensive Medical 
Report" s igned by D r .  Weinberg. 
s ta tes  t h a t  i t  i s  ' ! d i f f i c u l t  t o  prove" whether the cond i t i on  was aggravated by the  
a cc i den t . 

I t  i s  o f  no te  t h a t  he makes no d iagnosis  and 

Records o f  M t .  S ina i  Hosp i ta l  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  claimant was seen i n  the emergency 
room o f  t h a t  f a c i  1 i t y  on September 8, 1976, and was discharged w i t h  the  diagnosis o f  
"Lac. L .  e y e l i d .  Compression f x .  L1 ? acute". I t  i s  o f  no te  t h a t  the  r a d i o l o g i s t  
i nd i ca tes  t h a t  the f r a c t u r e  o f  L l  had been present p rev ious l y  and t h a t  he d i d  n o t  
consider i t  an acute f rac tu re .  I n  add i t i on ,  the records do n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the 
c la imant  had any symptoms r e f e r a b l e  t o  her  spine nor  t h a t  she was exper iencing any 
numbness. 

The p a t i e n t  was admitted t o  M t .  S inai  Hosp i ta l  on December 1, 1976 and discharged on 
December 17, 1976, w i t h  the f i n a l  diagnoses o f  "Cervical  rad i cu l  i t i s - l e f t ,  M u l t i p l e  
Scleros is" .  
i n  t h a t  she made no mention o f  t h i s  t o  me dur ing the tak ing  o f  her  h i s t o r y  and I was 
s p e c i f i c a l  Ty requested n o t  t o  mention t h i s  cond i t i on  by her  a t t o r n e y ) .  
summary i nd i ca tes  t h a t  the c la imant  experienced symptoms r e f e r a b l e  t o  her  neck and 
shoulders, as w e l l  as her  l e f t  upper ex t rem i t y  from the t i m e  o f  the  accident .  There 
i s  no mention t h a t  she had symptoms r e f e r a b l e  t o  her  t ho rac i c  o r  lumbosacral spine 
dur ing  t h a t  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  some three months a f t e r  the acc ident .  
discharge summary i nd i ca tes  t h a t  t he  c la imant  was seen by D r .  Tucker i n  consu l ta t i on ,  
I have n o t  had the oppor tun i t y  o f  rev iewing t h a t  consul t a t i o n .  

(The c la imant  i s  apparent ly  unaware o f  her  d iagnosis  o f  M u l t i p l e  Sc le ros is  

The discharge 

Although the 

The p a t i e n t  was again admit ted t o  M t .  S ina i  Hosp i ta l  on June 30, 1978 and discharged 
on J u l y  21, 1978, and was under the care o f  D r .  Howard Tucker dur ing t h a t  pe r iod  of  
t ime. I t  i s  o f  note t h a t  D r .  Tucker does n o t  inc lude the d iagnosis  o f  M u l t i p l e  
Sc le ros is  i n  h i s  f i n a l  diagnoses o f  " 1.  Cerv ica l  myo fasc i t i s .  2. Post- t raumat ic  
headaches. 3. Cerv ica l  d i s c  suspected". I have n o t  had the oppor tun i t y  o f  rev iewing 
the ac tua l  phys ica l  examination which was performed dur ing  t h a t  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  and 
would be pleased t o  do so i f  i t  were t o  become an issue. 
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I n  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  February 2 5 ,  1977, M r .  Hotz, the  t h e r a p i s t ,  descr ibes h i s  treatment 
o f  the c la imant,  There i s  no mention t h a t  she had symptoms o r  phys ica l  f i n d i n g s  
r e f e r a b l e  t o  he r  lumbosacral sp ine du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  time. 

I n  h i s  r e p o r t  o f  March 2 ,  1977, D r .  Yosowitz describes h i s  treatment o f  the c la imant 
between October 7, 1976 and February 10, 1977. He ind ica tes  t h a t  the  c la imant  had 
neck and upper back p a i n  immediately fo l l ow ing  the acc ident  but ,  apparent ly ,  had no 
a r m  r a d i a t i o n .  The i n i t i a l  h i s t o r y  and phys ica l  examination i s  cons is ten t  w i t h  h i s  
d iagnosis of "Acute c e r v i c a l  myofasc i t is" .  
acc ident ,  October 21, 1976, there i s  the  f i r s t  mention t h a t  the c la imant was having 
symptoms r e f e r a b l e  t o  h e r  low back. Some two months a f t e r  the acc ident ,  on November 
18, 1976, there  i s  the f i r s t  mention o f  l e f t  upper e x t r e m i t y  symptoms. Although D r .  
Yosowi t z  s ta tes  t h a t  the  "discharge diagnosis was c e r v i c a l  and lumbosacral myofasc i t is" ,  
f o r  the h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  which began on December 1 ,  1976; as noted above, the  d i s-  
charge diagnosis was "Cervical  r a d i c u l i t i s - l e f t ,  M u l t i p l e  Sclerosis" .  I t  i s  d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  understand how D r .  Yosowitz concluded "She sustained i n j u r i e s  t o  he r  neck and 
lower back, r e s u l t i n g  i n  a c e r v i c a l  and lumbosacral m y o f a s c i t i s  of a moderate t o  severe 
degree", 'when he ind ica tes  t h a t  the  c la iman t ' s  f i r s t  symptoms r e f e r a b l e  t o  h e r  low 
back appeared approximately s i x  weeks a f t e r  the acc ident .  

On an o f f i c e ,  some s i x  weeks a f t e r  the 

I n  h i s  r e p o r t  o f  March 26, 1979, D r .  Yosowitz descr ibes h i s  con t inu ing  care  o f  the  
c la imant.  I n  n e i t h e r  t h i s  r e p o r t  n o r  h i s  e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  does he mention the M u l t i p l e  
Sc leros is ,  and one wonders i f  he was aware o f  t h a t  cond i t ion .  

Based on the  in fo rmat ion  a v a i l a b l e  t o  me, I be l ieve  t h a t  the  c la imant was invo lved 
i n  a v e h i c u l a r  accident on September 8, 1976, and sustained a l a c e r a t i o n  o f  he r  l e f t  
e y e l i d  and a c e r v i c a l  sprain.  The care which she received i n  t h e  immediate post-  
acc ident  per iod,  and poss ib l y  the h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  December 1 ,  1976, was necess i ta ted 
by the accident .  Although the c la imant cont inues t o  be symptomatic, and may wet1 have 
symptoms as she describes them, almost th ree  years a f t e r  her  accident ,  there  i s  
no th ing  on t h i s  examination t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  she w i l l  have any permanent d i s a b i l i t y  
as a r e s u l t  o f  he r  acc ident .  Had she sustained s i g n i f i c a n t  i n j u r i e s ,  then associ-  
a t e d  changes i n  the c e r v i c a l ,  t h o r a c i c  and lumbosacral sp ine would be ev iden t  by t h i s  
time. I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  poss ib le  t h a t  the  con t inu ing  symptoms which the  c la imant  is 
exper ienc ing are  on the bas is  o f  he r  p r e- e x i s t e n t  M u l t i p l e  Sc leros is .  

Very t r u l y  yours, 

DBB/gr 
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Patient 
RADIOGRAPHIC REPORT 

Date Referred by 

Report: CCRVILAL SPIRE: AP, oblique and l a t e r a l  views In flexion 
and extension w f t h  a coned down view o f  the a t l a n t o -  
a x i a l  junctioii  show noriiiaI c e r v i c a l  lordosis w i t h  good 
range o f  motion. There i s  no loss of h e i g h t  of the 
ve r t eb ra l  bodies o r  narrowing of the i n t e r v e r t e b r a l  d i s c  
spaces. The r e i a t i o n s h i p  e t  the a t l a n t o - a x i a l  f u n c t i o n  
i s  normal. 
DORSAL SPIIJE: AP and la tera l  views show no evidence o f  
a compression fracture o f  the dorsa l  vertebrae. One does 
see an o l d  compression f r a c t u r e  of L1 w i t h  loss o f  per- 
haps 1/4 of the v e r t t h a l  he igh t  of t h i s  ve r t eb ra l  body. 
This appears t o  be an o l d  i n j u r y  as thcre  i s  bony 
b r i dg i ng  between T i 2  and LI bo th  a n t e r i o r l y  and l a t e r a l l y .  
LUMaOSACRAL SPINE: AP, l a t e r a l  and obl ique views wi th  
a coned down view of the lumbosacral j u n c t i o n  and an 
angled view o f  the p e l v i s  show no loss of he igh t  of  the  
lumbar vertebrae aside from the old f r ac tu re  o f  L1 
descr ibed above. The o t h e r  lumbar ver tebrae are  i n t a c t  
and there Is no narrowing o f  the I n t e r v e r t e b r a l  d isc  
spaces. The s a c r o f t f a c  and 

HEG:jw 
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: Nicole Fosdfck 

or 6 ,  t978, f 
result o f  an accident which occurred on August  27, 1977. I learned from this 4 l/Z 
yaar o l d  Fmale, as w e l l  a5 I w  nrsther rho m s  acccsntpanied by hcr counsel, that In  
August o f  1977, the child wss s l t t i n g  on 2 r id ing  f j l vmmwer .  
the! lawnmwcr and austafned Injuries to her l e f t  hael ,  She was t a k n  to h r y m u n t  
lisspf t a l ,  where she was admitted and came under the cars of Dr. Thmas Shew, 
"Did sonothing to  a nerva i n  the bacl:'', and then p e r f ~ m d  a skin graft  to  tiva 'Sefe heel . 
The patient was plased l n  a s o f t  drcsslng 
fol lowing her dfscharge from 

of age, the clalmant brould be.evalyated for further surgery. 
"special shoes" to amSd injury to ~ C P  heal. ,?he. only complaints that were e'ilc!tmi 
were those o f  pain when t h e  he;el&was aetually %truck. 

?he past med'fca'i history indfcated no r y ~ p t s n i s  referable ts the above deacrlbed oreati 
prior to the accfdent under dfscussfon and no new Snjuries,  

Physical examtraat'lon revealed a pleasant chTld,of approximately kt stated age. Sh 
ambulated w t t h w t  I Imp. Her,general standing ,al?gnnent was witktra  normal 1 fmlta,  a 
she was able to Laalk on her.heets and,E~as withgut difficulty 

Shes appar@?.nt.ly f e l l  of f  

Or. Show 

inform 
5 b  was rcqtnl 

' 

ing 3*5cm* by 6cm. In 
largest dimenstsn, There was some ISSS of subcutaneous tissue bslcw the graf t ,  but  
there was no tendernass to po!pation., There was an.addltionel Zcm, s ta r  ~ s t a r ~ c s r  to 
the area of the gra f t .  

There was a f u l l  range of ankle ,$  forefoot and subta ler  ax~tfos;. 
was normal and sensation appeared.intacre. There was no palpable  defect I n  t h e  k k i l i e s  
tendon, and the motor power. fn "tfis- iawar exrreraity was watiifn norm1 1 fnfts.  

X-rays o f  the  left faot and heel reveat the residuals of a hceted fracture of the left 
calcaneus wtth irregularity of,the %oPt.tlssue: .centaurs about the h e e l .  

The clrcufatory status 



Page two. --+ * *. 

The matarla1 f o r w a r d e d  to rim has been  r e v l o w e d ,  a n d  the r e c o r d s  o f  Marymount Hospital 
t n d l c a t e  t h a t  t h e  c l a i m a n t  was l n l t l a l l y  owmined i n  t h e  emergency  room o f  t h a t  f a c f l l t y  
on Augus t  27, 1977, and t h e n  was a d m i t t e d  to t h e  h o s p i t a l  an3 was la tet!  d i s c h a r g e d  o n  
Sep t ember  10, 1377. On Augus t  30, 1377, t h e  claiinant undo rwen t  " R o t a t i o n  o f  f lapp 
medial ankle a n d  foot and s p l i t  t h i c k n e s s  skin g r a f t  to d o n o r  slte and  p o s t e r i o r  ankle" 
for  her i n j u r y  wh ich  wars d o s c r i b e d  as ! 'Avulsion of: heel with  compound f r a c t u r e  of t h e  
c a l c a n e u s ;  p a r t i a l  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  the A c h i l l e s  t e n d o n ;  defect,  6.0 X 7.0cms." I t  i s  o f  
n o t e  t h a t  t h e  defect was In  tha.skfn a n d  n o t  t h e  Achilles t e n d o n .  A t  the t i m a  o f  
s u r g e r y ,  a f r a c t u r e  a p p a r e n t l y  o f  .the posterior a s p e c t  of t h e  c a l c a n e u s  was also 

d to rha operatlng room for a d r e s s i n g  ; 

a v a f l a h l e  to ma, i balfetve t h a t  the c l a i m a n t  was i n v o l v e d  I n  
an accident on August 27, 1977, a n d  s u s t a i n e d  sn in jury  to h e r  l e f t  heel resulting in 
loss of soft  t i s s u e  about the nlcdfal aspect o f  t h e  heel as w f l  as s u s e a f n i n g  a f r -  ec t u r e  
o f  the lef t  c a l c a n e u s .  These inJurles w c m  treated i n  3n  e x c e l l e n t  fashlon by her 
phys ic ian .  
whlch should n o t  cause f u n c t i o n a l  .disability. 
over t h e  p a a n t a r  aspect of the h e e l , .  There Is no f u n c t i o n a l  dfsabllity r e f e r a b l e  to 
the A c h l l l e s  t endon .  The l o s r , o f  subcutaneous tissue o v e r  t h c  rnedtai aspcct of tha 
c a l c a n e u s  Is pe rmanen t ,  a l t h o u g h  this 105s might be restored by f u r t h e r  s u r g e r y .  
However,  a t  t h a  t i m e  o f  t h i s  examination, a d d ' i t f o n a i  s u r g e r y  doos n o t  appear to be 
indicated, for t h o  g r a f t  has h e a t e d  well and t h e r e  Is no ev idcnce t  o f  S ra f t  breakdown. 
?he " s p e c i a l  shoes" which  the c h i l d  i s  sa id  ta be r e q u i r e d  to w a r  are mcrely s t a n d a r d  
shoes w i t h  a high heel c o u n t e r .  The r o s i d u a l . s c a r s  cause n o  F u n c t i o n a l  d i s a b i l i t y  and 
my even bacmc less p r o m i n e n t  wfth tfm. - 

The f r a c t u r e d  calcaneus has h e a l e d  w i t h  m i n o r  l r r e g u l a r i  t y  o f  t h e  c o n t o u r  
Thera Is a d e q u a t e  soft tissue c o v e r i n g  

Very t r u l y  y o u r s ,  

. Brooks, H.0. 

/ A m * .  
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ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY 

December 28, 1981 

Mr. Frank L. Gallucci 
Attorney at Law 
She illuminating Bldg., Suite 2222 
55 Public Square 
Cleveland, Ohio 441 13 

Re: Michael Edmonds 

a t  i3,,.%J p" f 3cf+ - 
Dear Mr. Gallucci: I s- 

Michael Edmonds is a 28-year-old male w be- 
cause of injuries which he sustained on the 
latter date he was working under the ho m be- 
hind by a second vehicle. Immediately following the accident, he "blacked out'' and when 
he awoke was aware of blood over his entire face. He was taken to Deaconess Hospital 
where apparently a scalp laceration was repaired with " 48 stitches". Hospital ization 
was suggested, but he declined this. 

Soon thereafter, he came under the care of Dr, Pawlyszyn because of continuing head 
and neLk svmpt oms, 
care'f Dr. Ksnkoly. 

He was treated by him for a period of time and then came under the 
He was off from work for approximately s i x  months. 

He was then able to return to work, but after so doing for two days he noted recurrent 
neck pain. 
When he continued to be symptomatic, he was referred to me. 

He returned to Dr. Konkoly and received further manipulative treatment. 

At the time of my initial examination, the patient stated that his neck symptoms were 
intermittent. 
spine and shoulders, and then his symptoms would become "unbearable'~'. 
his arms would become "heavy". Activities such as rapid turning of his head would in-  
crease his neck symptoms. There was no associated arm radiation. 
history indicated no symptoms referable to his neck prior to h i s  accident and no new 
i nj u r i es . 

He would usually notice stiffness in the posterior aspect of his cervical 
In addition, 

His past medical 

- 
. Physical examination revealed a male of approximately his stated age who was of average 
proportions. 
1 imp. 

He arose from the sitting position without difficulty and ambulated without 

Examination of his cervical spine revealed normal cervical lordosis'without- f 
paracervi cal or traDezius spasm, 
tion. Cervical flexion, extension and rotation could be accomplished normally. There 
was approximately 25 percent deu-  ~-2 te ra 1 bend i ng . 
Examination of the shoulders revealed no areas of local ized tenderness to palpation. 
There was a full range of shoulder motion bilaterally. Neurological examination of the 

There were-9 a r z s  of local i 7 ~ d  te nderness to palpa- 

__--  - _- _- - -- 

revealed A d - d e e p  n tendon reflexes, hotor power and sensory perc2pt ion. 



i1adiographs o f  the cervical spine revealed no evidence of fracture, dislocation or 
d i sc -  space narrowing. 

A t  t h e  time o f  my initial examination, based on the history which 1 received and that 
examination, I felt that Mr. Edmonds had sustained an extensive scalp laceration as 

4>7il as a ctervical 'sprain+ as  a result o f  his accident o f  February 7, 1981. I instructed 
d' him in appropriate cervical rehabilitative exercises v and - prescribed Darvocet f o r  analgesia 

I asked-him to return again as necessary. 

As o f  t h i s  date, I have not had the. opportunity of re-examining Yr. Edmonds, and thus, 
am uriaware o f  his present condition. 
illy only examination, I am unable to make a statement about his eventual recovery. 

t--- 
Because he was still symptomatic at the time o f  

Very truly yours, 

m, 
Qennis B. Brooks, M . D .  


